CARIBOO FIRE CENTRE WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED:  1045  Wednesday May 03, 2023
VALID:  Through Friday, May 12, 2023


SYNOPSIS:  
Temperatures today will trend higher across the fire center this burning period as RH values edge lower under generally clear conditions. In the Chilcotin some stations may fall into the 15-20% range at peak burning period reaching crossover scenarios with FFMC values in the 92-94 range  Winds will remain light in all zones under a weak pressure gradient.  Instability in the fire center will increase this burning period particularly in areas east of the Fraser with a higher risk of thundershowers developing in zones east of the Fraser for late afternoon/early evening.
On Thursday the unstable conditions will spread slightly further west into the eastern Chilcotin generating a risk of late afternoon/evening thundershowers. Zones east of the Fraser will again see the highest risk of thundershower activity as better dewpoints, heating and topography support convective development. Expect gusty downdrafts near thundershowers. Little change in temperatures is expected in all zones with the best drying conditions in the Chilcotin as minimum RH values of 15-25% will approach cross over at some stations. Generally light winds will continue with some peak burning period gustiness.


3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK…FRIDAY TO SUNDAY
By Friday the flow aloft  turns more to the E-SE as a upper disturbance moves into the Pacific Northwest  pushing extensive cloud and precipitation into the center by the late afternoon that will continue into Friday evening and Saturday. A deep surface low will also develop over central BC Friday afternoon generating stronger winds across the fire center. Significantly cooler and more humid conditions are expected in all zones Saturday 


6 TO 10 DAY OUTLOOK MONDAY TO FRIDAY of next week  
A initial trend to cooler and more humid conditions is indicated during this forecast period as a series of disturbances is projected to track eastward across southern BC. Temperatures will fall below seasonal with moderate-high RH values under this scenario with only poor to fair drying conditions. Improvement is seen for mid-week as a weak upper ridge pattern re-established bring temperatures back to the low 20 deg range with moderate RH values.


CONFIDENCE
Confidence is good for all fire weather conditions this coming week. Some variation in precipitation amounts Fri into Saturday however indications are a general wetting is likely.
WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:    Generally clear Min RH 20-25% Max Temp 24-26 deg. Winds W-NW10 
TONIGHT:  Generally clear.  Max RH 70-90 % Min Temp 8 to 10 deg Winds light
THURSDAY:   Generally clear Min RH 20-25%  Max temp 23-25deg Winds W--NW10
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Nil/ Nil
Tonight: Nil / Nil
Tomorrow: Isolated/Nil


EAST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Scattered convective cloud. Min RH 25-35% Max Temp: 23-25 deg  Winds E-NE10
TONIGHT: :  Patchy cloud  then clearing Max RH 80-100 % Min Temps 7 to 9 deg. Winds light.
THURSDAY:   Generally clear Min RH 30-35% Max temp 22-24 deg Winds E-NE10
FORECAST LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING
Today: Risk/ Nil
Tonight: Risk/ Nil
Tomorrow: Risk/Nil
Venting: Poor to fair in early daylight hours due AM inversions becoming good before noon in all zones.
